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School food authorities (SFAs) are required to ensure that all sub-contractors and sub-grantees are neither excluded 

nor disqualified under the suspension and debarment rules found at 2 CFR 200.212 by doing any one of the 

following: 

• Checking the Excluded Parties List found at the System for Award Management (SAM) www.SAM.gov ;

• Collecting a certification that the entity is neither excluded nor disqualified. Since a federal certification form

is no longer available, the grantee or sub-grantee electing this method must devise its own;

• Including a clause to this effect in the sub-grant agreement and in any procurement contract expected to

equal or exceed $25,000, awarded by the grantee or a sub-grantee under its grant or sub-grant;

• Sub-grantee and contractors must obtain a Unique Entity ID. All Federal Government awards are required

to have a Unique Entity ID. To obtain a Unique Entity ID, visit www.SAM.gov to register. There is no

charge for a Unique Entity ID.

The Unique Entity ID serves as a means of tracking and identifying applications for Federal assistance and is 

required on all applications for Federal assistance.  

This certification is required by the regulations implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and Suspension. 

2 CFR 200.212 Suspension and Debarment. The regulations were published as Part III of the December 26, 2013, 

Federal Register (pages 78590-78691). Copies of the regulations may be obtained by contacting by contacting the 

Department of Agriculture agency with which this transaction originated. 

Before completing the certification, read “Instructions for Certification” on the next page. 

1. The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor its principals is

presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from

participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency.

2. Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification,

such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

Organization name PR/award number or project name 

Name and title of authorized representative 

Signature Date 

https://sam.gov/content/exclusions
http://www.sam.gov/
http://www.sam.gov/
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Instructions for Certification 

1. By signing and submitting this form, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set out 

on the reverse side in accordance with these instructions. 

2. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 

transaction was entered into. If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly 

rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the 

department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including 

suspension and/or debarment. 

3. The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person to which this 

proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was 

erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances. 

4. The terms “covered transaction,” “debarred,” “suspended,” “ineligible,” ‘lower tier covered transaction,” 

“participant,” “person,” “primary covered transaction,” “principal,” “proposal,” and “voluntarily excluded,” as 

used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and Coverage sections of rules implementing 

Executive Order 12549. You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assistance in 

obtaining a copy of those regulations. 

5. The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this form that, should the proposed covered 

transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person 

who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered 

transaction, unless authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated. 

6. The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this form that it will include this clause titled 

“Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion – Lower Tier Covered 

Transactions,” without modification, in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier 

covered transactions. 

7. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier 

covered transaction that it is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered 

transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous. A participant may decide the method and 

frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its principals. Each participant may, but is not required to, 

check SAM’s Excluded Parties List. 

8. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in order 

to render in good faith the certification required by this clause. The knowledge and information of a participant 

is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of 

business dealings. 

9. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered 

transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, 

ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available 

to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue 

available remedies, including suspension and /or debarment.  

https://sam.gov/content/exclusions
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this 

institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual 

orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 

rights activity. 

 

Program information may be made available in languages other than 

English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 

communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large 

print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the 

responsible state or local agency that administers the program or 

USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should 

complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination 

Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, 

from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a 

letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the 

complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written 

description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to 

inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the 

nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed 

AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of 

equal opportunity/affirmative action 

for all qualified persons. The 

Connecticut Department of Education 

does not discriminate in any 

employment practice, education 

program, or educational activity on the 

basis of race; color; religious creed; age; 

sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; 

workplace hazards to reproductive 

systems, gender identity or expression; 

marital status; national origin; ancestry; 

retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, 

but not limited to, blindness); mental 

disability (past/present history thereof); 

military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal 

record in state employment, unless 

there is a bona fide occupational 

qualification excluding persons in any 

of the aforementioned protected 

classes. Inquiries regarding the 

Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s nondiscrimination policies 

should be directed to: Attorney Louis 

Todisco, Connecticut State Department 

of Education, by mail 450 Columbus 

Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; 

or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov.  

 

For information on food service management companies, visit the Connecticut 

State Department of Education’s Food Service Management Company webpage 

or contact the CSDE’s FSMC staff at the Connecticut State Department of 

Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs, 450 Columbus Boulevard,  

Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Food-Service-Management-Company
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Food-Service-Management-Company/Contact
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